
“Kuumba – To do always as
much as we can, in the way we
can, in order to leave our
community more beautiful and
beneficial than we inherited it.”
—African Proverb

Maintaining Inclusivity this Holiday Season
As we approach the holiday season, the overall vibe of
our community will change. We will begin to feel a sense
of joy and gratefulness that we don’t normally feel any
other time of year. During this time, most of us feel a
deeper sense of community. We are more inclined to
give back to our communities and spend more time
reminding people how much we appreciate them.

However, for some people, this time of year is very
isolating. Our society often forgets to include holidays
outside of mainstream society. We sometimes forget
that, though we may have families to go home to, not
everyone does. 

The holiday season is a time where people get to
celebrate their culture, religion, and native background.
They are a time that can either be filled with celebration
and pride in our unique selves, or they can be filled with
worry and anger towards the lack of inclusivity in our
society. 

Remember that every student is unique in who they
are, where they are from, and their family dynamic.
Acknowledging their unique qualities is a great way to
inspire them to do the same for someone else in the
future. 

December, 2022



Donate.

Philanthropy.

Fundraising.

Drives.

Volunteer.

The beauty of giving back to the community is that giving back is its own gift.
The importance of giving back to society can’t be understated. When you give
back, you’re able to better the lives of the people around you – your loved
ones, the people in your community or the lives of people somewhere else in
the world.

We have put together some ways that you can give back!

 Sometimes giving back to the community is as simple as just donating what
you can whether it is some pocket change, clothes, or food. 

 While engaging in our communities 'hands-on' may be very rewarding, some
may not have the proper time to allocate and it can be easier to give cash
donations.

 Whether virtually or in-person, fundraising can allow you to contribute to a
good cause while building relationships in your community.

 Not only can you learn some new skills, but contributing to drives can allow
you to pursue a common goal in a wholesome collective of other passionate
individuals

 Think of an issue that excites you, find a coinciding organization and their
contact details, and apply.

Children are our greatest resource. Please consider giving the gift of investing
in the lives of our scholars. 

Katarah Jordan- Director 

Our Partner: Promise Neighborhoods of the
Lehigh Valley

  Promise Neighborhoods view each community through the lens
of its unique assets, to vision a better future, measured by how
well these resources coordinate around clear results for children.
Striving to have these best practices become common practice,
Promise Neighborhoods is quickly becoming the region’s
premier vehicle for achieving neighborhood transformation, one
child at a time.
Pillars Include:
Leadership Development, Violence Prevention and Reentry,
Racial Justice and Health Equity and Community Capacity
Building

A Word From the Director

Freedom School Spotlight!
Introduce yourself! What is your occupation, your hobbies, your favorite things?

       Hello my name is Alisha Tatem. I serve as a Program Director at the Institute for
Islamic, Christian, and Jewish Studies creating interfaith educational programs for
clergy and lay leaders in Maryland. My hobbies are drawing, reading, writing, traveling
with friends and family, walking, watching movies, and dancing. My favorite things are
good food, plants, candles, journals, tea, and art galleries. 

What is your favorite thing about the work that the James Lawson Freedom School
does for our scholars and community?

        I appreciate that the James Lawson Freedom School is grounded in a culturally
responsive curriculum and model, and led by intergenerational leadership. I love that
every morning the community begins with Harambe which is a moment for the
community to come together to sing, affirm one another, dance, and remind each
other of the importance of working together. 

Sponsor a scholar - $2000 for
Summer 2023
Sponsor a scholar's library -
$100 per scholar
Sponsor a Freedom School
Host Site- $15,000 per site
Multi-Year Giver– $10,000 an
ongoing gift for our Freedom
School foundation to provide
ongoing funding for program
operation (3 year
commitment- $30,000 total)
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DONATE at www.rcdclv.org
 

Give to the James
Lawson Freedom School

Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley

https://www.davincisciencecenter.org/

